COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition

AP English expands and develops skills in critical reading and writing about literature.  Authors are chosen from the AP English Course Description for the English Literature and Composition Exam or from those appearing on previous AP Literature and Composition Exams.  Works are at a reading and content level appropriate for college freshmen.  The course stresses a critical awareness of genre, theme, and style, focusing on British, American and world literature.  Writing assignments emphasize the refinement of personal expression and style at a level equivalent to composition assignments at the freshman college level.

Each unit involves writing exercises, including formal extended analyses and timed in-class responses which enable students to learn methods of analysis they will use in extended essays. Topics for essays and timed writings are assigned; given a range of possibilities, students select the topics for their own major essays.  

College Preparatory Courses

British Literature

The English 12 CP course fulfills the English requirement for the Kern High School District as well as acceptance for the UC or CSU system.  This year-long course will chronologically study in-depth the literature of the British Isles from Beowulf to the present.  Students will read and analyze textual and supplementary materials that chronicle the development of and contribution of various British authors as well as significant literary movements.  A research paper focusing on British literature will be completed in the fall, and extensive weekly writings focusing on the eight rhetorical, analytical modes of essay writing as well as grammar will be required.  Additional S.A.T. vocabulary and S.A.T. test preparation will be conducted regularly.  This course is designed for the serious student of literature and writing who seeks a survey of literature's early British connections and influences as well as writing skills enabling him to pass college placement exams and begin collegiate English in non-remedial, freshman level courses.  All curricular content is based on the Stockdale High School Expected School-Wide Learning Results (ESLRs) found at the end of the course outline.  

World Literature

This English 12 College Preparatory course fulfills the English requirement for the Kern High School District, and qualifies the student for acceptance to either the UC or CSU system. This class surveys some of the major cultural traditions of Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas via representative works in poetry, drama, fiction and philosophy. The visual and musical arts will also serve to provide context for discussions. The class will search for universal themes as well as unique features of various world-views and the impact their legacies have had on the contemporary world. Composition, grammar and usage, and vocabulary development will also occupy important roles in the course as students prepare for college entrance and placement examinations.
Expository Reading and Writing
The purpose of this class is to get ready for college-level research and writing in a variety of subjects. We begin by writing several essays that can be used as autobiographical statements for college and scholarship applications. Then, we move on to writing essays that will build success on the SAT and ACT tests. Finally, we write essays in preparation for college and university English Placement Tests given by the UC, CSU, Community College, and private college systems. All the while, we write term papers on topics studied in classes you are also taking in your senior year: US Government, Economics, and science; thus, you will learn from inquiry and guided, step-by-step practice the reading and writing skills you need for success now and in any college major. This yearlong English 12 CP course fulfills the English requirement for the Kern High School District as well as acceptance for the UC or CSU system. Expository Reading and Writing, a course developed by a collaborative group of CSU and high school faculty, is designed to help students achieve the following goals:


· Meet the standards of the English Placement Test

· Meet the expectations of college and university faculty

· Meet the California English-Language Arts Content Standards

· Develop literacy skills critical to lifelong participation in the worlds of work and community
Advanced Composition

This yearlong English 12 CP course fulfills the English requirement for the Kern High School District as well as acceptance for the UC or CSU system.  The focus of this class will be on the advancement of writing skills from basic sentence and paragraph structure to detailed study of the eight modes of discourse, the writing process and a research paper each semester to ensure satisfactory preparation for collegiate writing.  Stylistic/literary elements of each genre will be studied via examination of literature and through extensive writing.  Students interested in this course should be prepared to do a good deal of writing and be ready to examine and edit that writing via an intensive study of grammar in order to understand not only why it is acceptable work but just how it was made that way.  All curricular content is based on the Stockdale High School Expected School-Wide Learning Results (ESLRs) found at the end of the course outline.

General Level Course
Popular Literature and Culture
The English 12 General course fulfills the English requirement for the Kern High School District.  This year-long course will explore the world of media as a sources of entertainment, information, and insight.  Students will read and analyze textual and supplementary materials that portray and/or reflect upon the art, science, industry, and artistry of modern media.  Multiple papers focusing upon various aspects of film, music, and electronic communication will be required.  Additional essays will challenge students to analyze the literary and technical dimensions of film in particular. This course will prepare students to make connections between film, traditional drama, literature, mythology, poetry, and song lyrics.  All curricular content is based on the California State Content Standards for English 12 and the Stockdale High School Expected School-Wide Learning Results (ESLRs) found at the end of the course outline. 

  














